Infrastructure & Profile 

The Union Territory of Puducherry comprising of four erstwhile French establishments in India viz. Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam, covers a total area of 479 Sq. Kms. 

Puducherry region covering 290 sq. kms  is interspersed with enclaves of Villupuram and Cuddalore districts of Tamil Nadu. Puducherry the head quarters of Union Territory, is 162 Kms south of Chennai along with east coast is situated in this region.  The district presents more or less a flat land. There are no hills or forests. 

Karaikal district is situated in more or less a flat land. There are no hills or forest in this district. The area of Karaikal region is 161 sq. kms which is about 150 kms south of Puducherry and is surrounded by Nagapattinam district of Tamil Nadu. 

Yanam region is spread over an area of 20 sq. kms and is 840 kms north-east of Puducherry near Kakinada surrounded by East Godavari District of Andhra Pradesh. Yanam lies on the spot where the Coringa river and Godavari river separate. It is more or less a flat land. 

Mahe region with a total area of 9 sq. kms is in the west coast near Tellicherry in Kerala, 653 kms away from Puducherry. This district is entirely rain fed and is covered by typical red laterate soil. There is no forest area in this district.  

Population - The Union Territory of Puducherry has a population of 1247953 according to the 2011 census.(Number of Households 302450)  
Soil - Various types of soil found in the Union Territory are red loamy, coastal alluvium, delta alluvium, red laterite, deep black and red sandy. 

Climate - The mean maximum temperature is 38.2ºC and mean minimum temperature is 24ºC. 

Rainfall - North-East monsoon is the major source of rainfall in the Union Territory. 
Rivers - Gingee and Pennaiyar are the major rivers in the Puducherry region. Gingee river traverses diagonally from North-West to Southeast, while Pennaiyar river forms the southern border of Puducherry region. A branch of Pennaiyar River called Malattar flows through the Puducherry region. Cauvery River along with its seven tributaries flows through Karaikal region.  Godavari is the only major river in the Yanam region, the rivers Mahe and Moolakadavu serve Mahe region.
Mineral resources - The mineral deposits in the Union Territory of Puducherry include limestone, clay, lignite, phosphatic rocks, brick clays, canker, seashells, garnet sands, laterite and beach sands etc.  There are no mineral resources in the Yanam region, which is of economic value.
Rail linkage - Puducherry is connected with Chennai by Broad Gauge railway line via Villupuram. Karaikal has now being connected to rail network through Nagore.  Mahe is on the Broad Gauge line between Kozhikodu and Thalaserry. Yanam has no railway facility and the nearest railway station is Kakinada, which is located at about 26 Kms from Yanam.  

Roadways - Puducherry has well developed roads.  All the rural roads are all weather roads.

