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Youth Congress workers tried to lay 
siege to Shivamogga railway station on 
Monday during their protest against the 
Union government for hiking train fares
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Silver breaks out 
of gold’s shadow 
in Kerala temples 
R A J E S H  R A V I  @Kochi

FOR decades, silver in Kerala’s 
temples lived in the shadows — 
always the bridesmaid to glitter-
ing gold, rarely the bride. Of-
fered by devotees as lamps, 
vessels and ornaments, and 
tucked away in backspaces and 
strongrooms, the white metal 
was long treated as ceremonial 
surplus rather than serious 
wealth. 
 That changed dramatically in 
2025 as the global silver 
price crossed the $77-an-
ounce mark this week, 
gaining over 167% so 
far this year. A stun-
ning surge in silver 
prices has pushed the 
once-overlooked metal
into the spotlight, turning 
dusty temple inventories into 
valuable financial assets. No-
where is this shift more visible 
than at the iconic Guruvayur 
Sree Krishna temple. Long con-
tent to keep its silver holdings 
out of  sight, the temple recently 
monetised nearly five tonnes of  
the metal, unlocking about `35 
crore in the process.

According to available data, 
the Guruvayur temple receives 
an average 120–125 kg of  silver 
annually as offerings from devo-
tees. In November 2025 alone, it 
received 12.154 kg of  silver, fol-

lowed by 8.025 kg in December. 
Similarly, big temples like Attu-
kal, Sabarimala, and Sree Pad-
manabhaswamy temple receive 
huge offerings in silver in vari-
ous forms like lamps, bowls, 
statuette, said B M Nagarajan of  
Rajan Jewellery in Chalai, 
Thiruvananthapuram.

“Miniature human figures are 
offered for prosperity and good 
health. When I started my shop 
50 years ago, a half-gram figure 
in silver (alroopam) cost about 

50 paise. Today, it costs over 
`25 for the same weight,” 

he said. Ezhikode Sasi 
Namboothiri, who has 
served as melshanti at 
both Sabarimala and 

Guruvayur, told TNIE 
that silver has always been 

an intrinsic part of  temple 
rituals, with some traditions 
placing it ahead of  gold because 
of  its properties.

“For certain poojas, silver 
bowls are mandatory. People 
have been offering miniature 
human figures to temples for 
decades, and silver has been the 
preferred metal,” he said. Trade 
bodies say the price rally has al-
tered market psychology. S Ab-
dul Nazar, general secretary of  
the Gold & Silver Merchants As-
sociation, told TNIE that silver 
prices have surged sharply, at 
times even outperforming gold. 

K’taka to provide houses to people evicted from Kogilu
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

TO tamp down the controversy 
surrounding the demolition of  
167 illegally constructed ‘sheds’ 
at Kogilu in north Bengaluru, 
the Karnataka government on 
Monday decided to allocate al-
ternative houses to genuine vic-
tims, who do not have either 
houses or residential sites. 

The sheds were demolished 
on December 20, triggering a 
row with Kerala Chief  Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, who accused 

the Karnataka government of  
bringing Uttar Pradesh’s ‘bull-
dozer raj’ to the state as most 
victims were Muslims. That 
forced the state government to 
swing into action and CM  Sid-
daramaiah, along with DCM DK 
Shivakumar and Housing Min-
ister Zameer Ahmed Khan, held 
a crucial meeting on Monday 
evening to decide on the politi-
cally-rife issue. 

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority will on Tuesday and 
Wednesday scrutinise genuine 
beneficiaries and accommoda-

tion will be provided to them on 
Thursday. The houses to be giv-
en to them will be within 7 km 
from Kogilu.

After the meeting, Siddara-
maiah defended the govern-
ment’s action on demolition, 
saying the illegal structures had 
come up on 15 acres of  govern-
ment land, reserved for a solid 
waste management plant by the 
erstwhile BBMP. “We are, how-
ever, providing the alternative 
accommodation for the families 
on humanitarian grounds,” he 
clarified.

Travel time of 14 passenger trains reduced 
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE completion of  nearly 300 km of  
doubling works — including the Ma-
d u r a i - Va n c h i  M a n i y a c h c h i -
Thoothukudi (160 km), Vanchi Mani-
yachchi-Tirunelveli-Nagercoil (102 
km), and the Kanniyakumari-Nager-
coil-Thiruvananthapuram (86.56 km) 
sections — was critical in enhancing 
train speeds. Additionally, electrifica-
tion of  the Madurai-Bodinay-
akkanur broad-gauge line 
(90.41 km) and the Sengottai-
Kollam section (94 km), along 
with other infrastructure im-
provements, also contributed 
to the reduction in travel 
time.

Under the Kanniyakumari-Nager-
coil-Thiruvananthapuram doubling 
project, work on the Kanniyakumari-
Nagercoil section has been complet-
ed, while construction is under way 
on the Nagercoil-Thiruvanan-

thapuram stretch.
“The benefits of  track augmenta-

tion and upgradation works have 
been passed on to passengers in the 
form of  reduced travel time. Further 
reductions are expected once ongoing 
track maintenance works in the Vil-
lupuram-Madurai section, which 
pose topographical challenges, are 
completed,” an official said.

As per the revised time table, the 
Chennai Central-Nagercoil 

Weekly Express has been sped 
up by 20 minutes. Among long-
distance weekly services, the 
New Tinsukia-Tambaram Ex-
press and the Silghat Town-

Tambaram Nagaon Express 
will run 50 minutes faster. Sev-

eral other long-distance trains have 
been accelerated by 20 to 45 minutes, 
while 19 trains have been sped up by 
10 minutes and 18 trains by five 
minutes.

Consequently, departure and ar-

rival timings at originating stations 
such as Chennai Egmore, Tambaram, 
and others have been revised. In addi-
tion to express trains, the travel time 
of  14 passenger trains has also been 
reduced. 

The Tirunelveli-Sengottai passen-
ger service now takes 35 minutes less, 
the Madurai-Bodinayakkanur serv-
ice is shortened by 20 minutes, and 
the Madurai-Rameswaram service by 
15 minutes.

Further, the departure timings for 
several trains from Chennai Egmore 
and Tambaram, including the Nellai 
Express, Cholan Express, Guruvayur 
Express, Rameswaram Express, Pearl 
City Express, Chennai-Tirunelveli 
Vande Bharat Express, and Sethu Ex-
press, have been changed. 

Similarly, the departure timings of  
the Kovai Intercity Express and other 
trains bound for New Delhi, Hazrat 
Nizamuddin, and other destinations 
have also been revised.

‘Will examine all legal 
and legislative options’ 
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE return of  the Bill comes amid an ongoing 
leadership vacuum in 14 state universities out 
of  the total 22. Several institutions, including the 
University of  Madras, one of  India’s oldest uni-
versities, are currently functioning without 
regular vice-chancellors and are being run by 
convenor committees. 
 The DMK government has repeatedly blamed 
the governor for this situation, accusing him of  
sitting on files and delaying assent to legislation 
and V-C appointments. CM MK Stalin has ar-
gued that such delays undermine the authority 
of  the elected government and disrupt the func-
tioning of  higher educational institutions. This 
dispute had earlier reached the SC which, in 
April this year, delivered a landmark verdict on 
the governor’s role in dealing with state legisla-
tion. The SC criticised the practice of  keeping 
bills pending indefinitely and held that gover-
nors cannot block legislation by inaction. Invok-
ing its powers under Article 142 of  the Constitu-
tion, the court granted “deemed assent” to 10 
amendment bills passed by the TN Assembly in 
2022, including those related to V-C appoint-
ments in 18 state varsities. Following the ruling, 
TN government proceeded to appoint V-Cs to 
these universities, citing the court’s directions 
However, petitions were filed challenging the 
verdict and the matter again got entangled in the 
Madras HC and SC. However, the University of  
Madras Bill remained outside the scope of  the 
court’s intervention and continued to await the 
President’s decision. 
 While the government did not respond, till the 
time of  going to press on Monday, a higher edu-
cation department official said, “We will exam-
ine all legal and legislative options.”

Children play amidst the rubble caused by the demolition drive by Bengaluru Solid 
Waste Management Limited  at Kogilu Layout in Yelahanka |  KEVIN NASHON

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Three fishers rescued after boat capsizes mid-sea
Thoothukudi: Three fishermen battling for life mid sea after their country 
boat capsized were rescued by fishermen and police on Monday. 
According to sources, the fishermen identified as Santhanakumar, his 
son S Madasamy, and Ashok Kumar of Mathavanayar Nagar ventured 
into the sea in a fibre boat from Trespuram late on Sunday. Around 3 am, 
the propeller of the boat was spinning with the ghost net and got stuck 
off the new harbour coast. The boat hit a rock and toppled, said sources.
Hearing their screams for help, fishermen rushed to their rescue and 
informed the marine police. The trio had sustained injuries and were 
admitted to the Thoothukudi Medical College Hospital.  ENS

e-Tender Notice NIT.No.49/CD/T.No.49/2025-26               (ONLINE ONLY)                       Dt.29.12.2025
For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited, tenders are invited 

under “Two Cover System” through online only for the following work from qualified Bidders. Tenders 
will be received up to 15.30 Hrs (as per server system clock) on 29.01.2026 and the same will be opened 
on 30.01.2026 at 15.30 Hrs (as per server system clock).

Availability of tender documents and all other details are available from 31.12.2025 in the Government 
website https://tntenders.gov.in

If any changes / corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above Government website.

Name of Work EMD

Selection of Concessionaire for development, operation and maintenance of SIPCOT 
Siruseri-Navalur Lake in Chengalpattu District, under DBFOT model of PPP 

Rs.10,00,000/-*

* EMD shall be paid either through online in the portal (tntenders.gov.in) or through eBG (as per the list 
of banks attached in the Annexure-III)  

The tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost from the website. https://tntenders.gov.in   

Special Chief EngineerDIPR/6870/TENDER/2025

Premises Dept, Pearl Arcade, 
2nd Floor, 8th East Main Road, 

Indian Bank, Zonal Office, 
Vellore - 632006. Tel - 0416-2249620.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR LEASING OF OFFICE 
FOR AMMANANKOIL BRANCH

Indian Bank, a Public Sector Bank invites tenders under 2 bid system  
(Technical & Financial Bid) from owners of office premises willing 
to offer on lease basis (Readily built / Premises Under construction) 
in Ammanankoil, District Tirupattur measuring in the range of 
1180 sq.ft to 1220 sq.ft. carpet area preferably in Ground Floor 
with parking facility for a lease period of 15 years for setting up 
the New Branch.
The tender forms can be obtained from the above address from 
30.12.2025 to 13.01.2026 on payment of Rs.250 (nonrefundable) 
by way of DD / IOI favouring INDIAN BANK, ZONAL OFFICE, 
VELLORE. Last date for submission of bids is 13.01.2026 (4PM). 
Details of the tender and tender forms can be obtained from our 
Website: www.indianbank.in
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all offers without assigning 
any reasons whatsoever.

Zonal Manager/DGM 
Zonal Office, Vellore
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In this connection, it is informed that the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment 
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