
EDIT pg 4
DECCAN CHRONICLE | RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM | SATURDAY | 3 JANUARY 2026

I
n a major relief for Vodafone Idea, the Union Cabinet approved the freez-
ing of the company’s adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues at `87,695 crore,
the level at which it stood on December 31, 2025, with payment resched-
uled over 10 years starting in 2031-32.

The decision — having received approval from the Supreme Court in
October 2025 — is a lifesaver for India’s third-largest telecom company. It
allows the management to focus on improving its services rather than worry-
ing about repaying the AGR dues and protects the jobs of 10,000 people. The
root cause of Vodafone’s problems, however, is persistent policy uncertainty.

Under the telecom policy of the Vajpayee government in 1999, companies
that won telecom licences were supposed to pay a part of their adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) to the government every year in lieu of an upfront payment of
licence fees. A dispute arose between telecom companies and the department
of telecom (DoT) over the definition and components of AGR.

The DoT insisted that AGR would include core revenue from telecom ser-
vices as well as non-core income from rents and interest. The telecom compa-
nies maintained that AGR would include only core income. They challenged
the DoT order before TDSAT in 2003. The tribunal ruled in favour of the tele-
com companies in 2015. The government appealed against the verdict, leading

to the Supreme Court ruling in favour of the DoT
in 2019. The judgment made Vodafone’s opera-
tions unviable, resulting in the government
acquiring a nearly 50 per cent stake in it.

An entrepreneur takes a risk when he or she sets
up a business, as nobody can predict future mar-
ket dynamics. Apart from making a profit, the
entrepreneur also creates jobs for people. As such,
the government or its agencies should not add to
the list of woes that entrepreneurs face.

However, a vibrant telecom sector unravelled
because of the policy inconsistency of successive
governments. In the late 1990s, India offered GSM
and CDMA licences, which were later converted
into unified telecom licences — forcing CDMA-

focused companies to invest heavily in GSM to survive.
When Vodafone entered India by acquiring Hutchison Whampoa’s stake in

Hutch Essar, the income tax law was silent on the taxability of overseas trans-
actions if the underlying asset was in India. But in 2012, going against all
expected norms, the government gave itself the power to tax transactions ret-
rospectively. The amendment was annulled in 2021 after Vodafone had lost
most of its mojo.

Vodafone India finally got relief from the Supreme Court — which had ear-
lier refused to change even clerical errors in calculations — in October 2025
— followed by the Union Cabinet’s decision on December 31, 2025.

During a hearing in the Supreme Court on Vodafone’s plea for relief,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta supported the petition, stating that the gov-
ernment has infused equity in Vodafone and that the government’s interest is
the public interest. This statement is prescriptive of the problems that private
companies face in India. The government, officials and judiciary must treat
both state-run companies and private companies equally if India is to become
an economic superpower. Otherwise, it does not augur well for the country.
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Big relief for Vodafone,
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A
s one year gives
way to the next,
the ledger of
despair and hope
demands to be

read. The savage killing of
24-year-old Anjel Chakma, a
student from Tripura, in
Dehradun for objecting to
racial abuse, is a chilling
reminder of how fragile
India’s promise of diversity
has become. “I am Indian,
what certificate should I
show?”, were Anjel’s last
words according to multiple
news reports. It recalls the
killing of Nido Tania in New
Delhi a decade ago, mocked
for his appearance and beat-
en to death by shopkeepers
in bustling Lajpat Nagar.

At school, children are told
to celebrate India’s diversi-
ty. On the street, diversity is
butchered with monotonous
regularity.

Anjel’s murder was not an
aberration. His brother’s
FIR describes drunk men
hurling caste-based slurs
and attacking him with a
knife when he objected. The
police arrested five men; one
fled across the border. This
December, Christmas cele-
brations across several
states have also been dis-
rupted. Police records con-
firm incidents of vandalism,
harassment and intimida-
tion in Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Rajasthan and Delhi. Even
vendors selling Santa caps
were targeted. These attacks,
alongside Anjel’s killing,
point to deeper issues of dis-
crimination against per-
ceived "outsiders" in India
and a growing unease with
pluralism.

The phrase “fringe ele-
ments” is often deployed to
contain the damage, but
when disruptions recur
across states, the pattern
itself becomes the story.
India has sought to draw
international attention to
heinous attacks on minority
Hindus in Bangladesh,
including two recent lynch-
ings. Anger over the lynch-
ing of garment worker Dipu
Chandra Das in Bangla-
desh’s Mymensingh is legiti-
mate. But moral consistency
requires us to apply the
same standard at home. If we

demand protection for
Hindus there, we cannot
remain silent when the
minorities are targeted here.

Intolerance at home is also
counter-productive when
the country seeks to position
itself as a leader of the Global
South. Credibility abroad
depends on consistency at
home. If pluralism is under-
mined domestically, India’s
moral case internationally is
weakened.

It is hard to miss the irony
in the headlines running
side by side. It is entirely
proper — indeed welcome —
that India’s top leaders, from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to ministers Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and
J.P. Nadda, marked Christ-
mas with messages of har-
mony, peace, and goodwill
drawn from the teachings of
Jesus Christ. Yet the
poignancy of this season lies
in the distance
between these
words and the
lived experience of many cit-
izens in the very same week.

According to United Chris-
tian Forum, 834 incidents of
violence against Christians
were recorded in 2024, up
from 139 in 2014. As of Nov-
ember 2025, the forum had
documented 706 incidents.
Muslims and Kashmiri stu-
dents were targeted in parts
of the country following the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam.

Communal harmony was
not the only casualty of 2025.
The second crisis was struc-
tural youth unemployment
amid impressive macroeco-
nomic numbers. GDP grew
briskly, exports performed
well, gold, and silver shares
hit record highs, but the jobs
created were almost entirely
low-quality — informal, gig-
based, precarious. Analysts
have repeatedly warned that
this mismatch is squander-
ing the demographic divi-
dend India has long touted.

The consequences are
accumulating quietly. When
skilled young people see no
stake in the formal economy,
the loss is not only economic;
it is social and political.

These wounds have been
deepened by environmental
failures that make sporadic
headlines but carry pro-

found long-term ramifica-
tions. Delhi’s winter air
turned toxic once again,
with AQI frequently breach-
ing severe to hazardous lev-
els, driven by vehicles, con-
struction, industry, stubble
burning and winter inver-
sions trapping pollutants.
The Aravalli hills, India’s
ancient ecological barrier
against desertification,
became a flashpoint when a
Supreme Court ruling adopt-
ed a narrow height-based
definition, criticised for
excluding vast tracts from
protection and opening them
to mining and real estate.
Protests erupted, warnings
of accelerated groundwater
depletion, dust storms, and
Thar desert encroachment

into fertile
plains. These
lapses exacer-

bate health burdens on the
young and poor, widen
regional inequalities, and
undermine the sustainabili-
ty of growth.

And yet, amid the many
reasons to despair, there are
reasons to hope. Photos on
IAS officer Uma Mahadevan
Dasgupta’s X handle show
children reading newspa-
pers and solving crosswords
in Karnataka’s rural public
libraries. During a recent
family holiday, I wandered
around a tribal hamlet in
Gopalnagar in West Bengal’s
Birbhum district, a stone’s
throw from Tagore’s Santi-
niketan. A teacher in a spot-
lessly clean primary school
in an Adivasi (Santhal) ham-
let in Gopalnagar told me the
children got eggs, and some-
times meat and fish as part
of their midday meals. I saw
a boy picking wild flowers to
decorate his classroom for
Christmas. The happy faces
of children emerging from
the primary school in this
remote tribal hamlet made
my day. These protein-rich
extras (eggs, sometimes
meat/fish) come from state
funds supplementing the
central PM-POSHAN mid-
day meal scheme, where the
Centre and states share costs

60:40; the Centre provides
foodgrains and norms, while
states decide menus and add
items like eggs or fruits. I
have never quite understood
the politics of eggs in this
country where millions of
children remain under-nour-
ished but it reminded me of
the power of targeted efforts.

Besides West Bengal, of the
36 States and UTs, 16 — An-
dhra Pradesh, Bihar, Jhar-
khand, Karnataka, Kerala,
Mizoram, Odisha, Tamil
Nadu, Assam, Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Ladakh,
Lakshadweep and Pudu-
cherry — also provide eggs
in midday meals. Uttara-
khand, Odisha and Assam
are possibly the only BJP-
ruled states to serve eggs.

I was also lucky to be in
Kolkata end-December.
Christmas here transcends
cliches — beyond glittering
Park Street and plum cake, it
becomes a true people’s festi-
val, crossing religion and
class: Parvati, a Hindu
domestic helper who cele-
brates Durga Puja with
equal ardour, told me about
her Christmas festivities:
the family feasting on mut-
ton curry, fish-head dishes, a
small cake and a grand-
daughter delighted with
Santa caps and reindeer
headbands. In a state scarred
by political violence, this
platforming of pluralism is
not to be sneered at even if
there is much to criticise
otherwise. Similar flickers
are visible elsewhere: When
space is given, Indians build
solutions bridging economic
and social divides.

As we kickstart 2026, we
must not let loud headlines
always obscure slower devel-
opments and flashes of joy.
We need these micro boost-
ers to temper macro realities
when darkness falls. In
hyper-polarised India, many
ordinary citizens continue to
practise inclusion and initia-
tive. The urgent question for
the new year is whether
leaders and citizens will
match the examples of inclu-
sion. India’s future hinges on
healing cracks caused by
frayed harmony, stalled
futures, degraded environ-
ment. Whether it can repair
these cracks before they
widen will define not just
2026, but India’s larger unfin-
ished story.

The writer focuses on devel-
opment issues in India and

emerging economies. She can
be reached at

patralekha.chatterjee
@gmail.com.
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Reasons for despair
& reasons for hope

It felt like a seminal moment when Zohran Mamdani took oath in a decom-
missioned subway station in America’s biggest city, New York. In these
jumbled times when winners in politics wish only to take away while jus-

tifying everything as winner takes the spoils, here is a winning candidate who
vowed to give something to the underserved and underprivileged people.

A social media campaign full of empathy caught the attention of people
across the spectrum as Mr Mamdani spoke words like “affordability”, made
promises that were sweet to the ear of lesser earners like lower rents in the
Big Apple, making free creche care available and cheaper connectivity to all
the people.

As a left-wing politician, the Social Democrat may have his work cut out in
a nation that has swung to the polar opposite with Donald Trump as
President, the one with the winner-take-all attitude who has thrown away the
rulebook because he does not believe there is a need to rewrite it either.

As in reality show episodes, Mr Mamdani must now learn how to work with
the White House if he is to deliver big projects besides day-to-day governance
to all, including the mostly under-30s generation who made him a spectacular
winner. To deliver on promises to 8.5 million people of New York City, it
would cost about $7 billion more a year while coping with the cuts to federal
funding that may rise if Mr Trump’s mood were to change from the expansive,
as it proved surprisingly at their first meeting after the mayoral election.

As an American Democrat with an irresistible inclination to call out human
rights violations around the world, Mr Mamdani threw hints to India by
expressing solidarity with Umar Khalid, the student activist who is finding
real bail more elusive than the supermoon after being jailed for the 2020 New
Delhi riots.

Such situations should not exist in an ideal world and right-thinking people
would not support methods that make the process of jailing itself the punish-
ment. However, there may be battles closer home for Mr Mamdani to fight, as
in the case of several officials whose right to their jobs has been taken away
summarily by the Trump administration while many with a validated right to
stay and work in the United States have been deported or kept out of the coun-
try. There is much to do on the human rights front in the US as well.

Real challenge begins for Mamdani

Of the Nigerian
Lottery & other

scams on Web
to clean you out

“The season’s greetings were of warm desire
And yet around our world the wailing choir
Rings out in every wind, vibrations thick
— Of the call of the bombed, displaced and sick
Misery imposed by some human being
Devoid of decency, blind to seeing.
Will season’s prayers redeem us and bring peace?
— Yes certainly! — When life on earth will cease.”

— From The Wallow of the Punkawalla

I
have won the Nigerian Lottery several times. It
has demanded my bank account details and
passwords so that they can deposit the millions I
have won. I have never bought a ticket but was

told that an anonymous friend had bought fifty in my
name and one of them won.

I replied only once when my bank account was in
severe arrears, so the poor scam-merchants would
have accessed an account in the red. (That was long
ago… Even so, compassionate contributions are eter-
nally welcome).

The inventions of technology in this lifetime have
contributed in unbelievable measure to the possibili-
ty, amongst other forms of crime and exploitation, of
human beings cheating each other.

Last month the BBC aired a programme called
Sexploiters that was presented by my daughter Tir

Dhondy. It involved male victims in the United
States and Europe who were targeted on the Internet
by Nigerian gangs. They would be sent fake intro-
ductions to and pictures of young women looking for
a relationship. As their interaction progressed, they
would exchange nude, even compromising pho-
tographs and intimate messages. Then the Nigerian
scammers would move in, blackmailing the victims,
threatening to expose their correspondence to par-
ents, friends and work associates. To stop that they
would demand blackmail money.

Tir’s investigation began with an interview with
the parents of a blackmailed young man who had
taken his own life. She then very bravely went to
speak to the blackmailing “sexploiters” in the slums
of Nigeria.

I have, through the years, had several emails
telling me that my computer is in grave danger of
revealing my bank details or some other hazard, and
I should click a link to enable some remote controller
who cleans up computers to have complete access to
my computer which they would use to clean it out.

Of course, they intended to clean me out by access-
ing my bank details and my contacts list, whom they
could then send false exploitative messages to, saying
I was in trouble and needed an urgent loan. They
might even find some way to blackmail me as in Tir’s

doc. I did cut out of the scam, but assured the friend
who alerted me to it, and now my gentle readers, that
I was not vulnerable to any blackmail although, as
Jesus said to the men who were throwing stones at
an adulteress: “Let him who is without sin… etc.”
Should I admit being like one one of those stone
throwers?

The latest scam I have encountered has been in dis-
pute the last few months. Some time ago, I was given,
by another daughter and her partner, an oil painting
set consisting of a table easel, the oil paint tube col-
lection and three stretched canvases.

I am as good at painting as a caterpillar would be at
reproducing the works of Rembrandt. But my babas
were perhaps influenced in their choice of gift by the
fact that during the Covid pandemic I had been given
a watercolour set and had produced in those idle
hours several paintings that would not have rivalled
Van Gogh, or even the efforts of three-year-olds in the
local nursery. The present was well meaning, or per-
haps a nudge to get me to make a fool of myself?

Here I was with a wooden table easel for oil paint-
ing on canvas and I decided to set it up. It was puz-
zling and I resorted to the Internet to ask how it was
done. I was directed to a website called MANU-
ALFINDER.COM. I accessed it, followed the instruc-
tions by telling it the make etc of the easel. The web-

site said it would charge me £0.95 for the info and
asked for debit card details, which I filled in. Ninety-
five pence? A coffee costs three times that!

ManualFinders came back to me saying that they
couldn’t find the make of that particular easel. Fair
enough. I thought I’d ask my painter cousin when he
returned to London.

A few days later I checked my bank account on my
phone. ManualFinders had used my debit card
details to charge me £149 without telling me what
that was for.

Gentle reader, all you need to know as a warning is
that they had, when I paid the £0.95, perhaps present-
ed me with some obscure text which I skimmed. It
must have said I had to tick a box if I didn’t want to
become a member at the £149 price, and that would be
charged to my card every two months. I hadn’t
noticed any box to tick.

I reported it to my bank as a scam. I wrote to
ManualFinder saying that I was a journalist and
wanted my money back. It took a month of such
emails but they agreed to give back my money and
cancel the “subscription”.

Beware the Greeks bearing gifts, yes… but today
beware ticking or not ticking boxes which make you
subscribers to services as useful to you as a bicycle is
to an amoeba.

Subhani

Farrukh
Dhondy

Patralekha
Chatterjee
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LIQUOR SALES
AP state Excise depart-
ment officials praise them-
selves by announcing this
year liquor sales (Festive
cheer pushes sales of
liquor up by 8% in
December, Jan. 2). The
government is concentrat-
ing on revenue generation,
but not consumers’ health.
This increase is only
because of new consumers
aged between 16 to 18. The
excise wing must strength-
en liquor rules to prevent
teenagers from alcohol
addiction. 

D. Ravikumar

Visakhapatnam

PAWAN’S REFORMS
The initiatives taken by Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan to
improve the economic, social and
cultural fabric of rural communi-
ties through integrated strategies
are commendable (Reforms on fast
track, growth in high gear: PK, Jan.
2). His efforts are clearly focused on
raising rural living standards. As
part of this approach, he has con-
ducted over 13,000 grama sabhas in
a single day, setting a world record,
and has overseen the development
of about 4,300 km of roads, along
with expanded medical facilities
and improved drinking water
sources. With these sustained and
sincere initiatives, the quality of
life of rural communities is expect-
ed to improve in the near future.

B.V. Apparao
Visakhapatnam

SWISS TRAGEDY
It was painful to learn that many
people were killed and hundreds
injured in a fire accident in
Switzerland. New Year celebra-
tions turned into a nightmare,
maybe due to some avoidable
human errors. The bar was said to
be luxurious and a tourist attrac-
tion. In times of celebrations, it is
common to gather ignoring safety.
The organisers should be extra cau-
tious to keep the people safe.

Dr D.V.G. Sankara Rao
Srikakulam

DIRTY WATER
It was extremely shocking to read
that the cleanest city Indore had
contaminated water that killed 13
persons (Dirty water toll 13 in
India's cleanest city, Jan. 2). The
authorities need to take steps for
medical care of the victims and
take preventive measures.

Dr C. Ghanshyam
Visakhapatnam
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localVaikunta Dwara darshan

for all triggers more rush
DC CCORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, JAN. 2

With Vaikunta Dwara
Darshan being opened to
all devotees, Tirumala
witnessed a sharp surge
in pilgrim inflow on
Friday, leading to heavy
crowding across the hill
shrine and long waiting
hours.

As the rush intensified,
the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)
permitted Sarva Dars-
han devotees without
tokens to enter the queue
lines from Thursday
night itself, much ahead
of the scheduled time.
Officials said the deci-
sion was taken after the
inflow of devotees hold-
ing pre-issued slotted
Sarva Darshan tokens
gradually eased.

Vaikunta Dwara Dar-
shans commenced on De-
cember 30 and continued
smoothly for the first
three days, with priority
given to token holders.

Entry was regulated
through scanning points
at Silathoranam, Krish-
nateja and ATGH routes.
With the flow of token-
holding pilgrims taper-
ing off by Thursday, dar-
shan was opened to devo-
tees without tokens.
Such pilgrims were regu-
lated from the Octopus
building point and rout-
ed through queue lines
along the outer ring road
before being shifted to
compartments at Vaiku-

ntam Queue Complex-2.
According to TTD offi-

cials, more than 33,000
vehicles reached
Tirumala from Tirupati
between December 30
and January 1. A total of
67,053 devotees had dar-
shan on December 30, fol-
lowed by 70,256 on
December 31 and 65,225
on January 1. Hundi col-
lections stood at `2.25
crore on December 30,
peaked at `4.79 crore on
December 31, and

amounted to `3.63 crore
on January 1.

By 5 pm on Friday,
about 41,347 devotees had
darshan, while over
30,000 pilgrims were
waiting in queue lines
extending up to the
Batagangamma temple.
Officials estimated the
waiting time at around
20 to 24 hours.

TTD additional execu-
tive officer Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary said that from
Friday, all darshans up to
January 8 had been fully
earmarked for Sarva
Darshan. He inspected
the queue lines and
Vaikuntam Queue
Complex along with offi-
cials from various
departments.

He said all Arjita Sevas,
VIP break darshans and
special darshans had
been cancelled to give
priority to common devo-
tees. He added that all
departments were pro-
viding uninterrupted
services.

IN BRIEF
Robotic lifebuoys
for Vizag beaches

Visakhapatnam: In a move
aimed at preventing drowning

deaths, the Visakhapatnam
police will soon introduce

robotic lifebuoys at city beach-
es. A demonstration of the

device was inspected by
Commissioner of Police Dr

Shanka Brata Bagchi along with
senior officers at RK Beach near

YMCA on Friday evening. The
robotic lifebuoy can be remote-

ly operated and travel up to
600 metres into the sea to res-

cue persons in distress. Police
officials said drowning incidents

have been reported at 16 loca-
tions between Appikonda and

Bheemili beaches. Plans are
being finalised to deploy the

equipment at all strategic
points, where trained lifeguards

will operate them to improve
beach safety.

COLLECTOR
ESCAPES
BOAT MISHAP 
VADREVU 
SRINIVAS || DDC
KAKINADA, JAN. 2

Dr B.R. Ambedkar
Konaseema district
collector R. Mahesh
Kumar narrowly
escaped a mishap on
Friday after falling
into the Main Canal
during a trial run of
dragon boat races at
Lolla Locks in Atrey-
apuram mandal. The
incident occurred
when the collector,
who had boarded a
boat along with two
swimmers, lost bal-
ance due to a sudden
disturbance while
rowing. He swam to
safety and was pulled
back into the boat by
the swimmers.

The trial run was
held as part of prepa-
rations for the Sir
Arthur Cotton
Konaseema Utsav and
S a n k r a n t h i
Sambaralu, sched-
uled from January 11
to 13. Bandaru
Satyananda Rao and
Rahul Meena said 27
teams will take part
in the dragon boat
races at Pulidindi.

PENSIONERS
TOLD TO SUBMIT
DOCUS. BY FEB.
DC CCORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, JAN. 2

East Godavari district
treasury officer N.
Satyanarayana on
Thursday told all the
pensioners to submit
their life certificates
between January 1
and February 28.

Launching the veri-
fication process at the
district treasury offi-
ce, he said pension-
ers, including family
pensioners and ret-
ired employees from
all cadres, must sub-
mit their Jeevan Pra-
man (life certificate).

Officials estimate waiting time at around 20 to 24 hours

Large number of devotees wait in queue lines which
stretched upto the Outer Ring Road at Tirumala on
Friday. — BY ARRANGEMENT

● ● A DDEMONSTRATION of the
device was inspected by
Commissioner of Police Dr
Shanka Brata Bagchi.
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