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Ex-Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao’s daughter K 
Kavitha is in talks with poll strategist Prashant 
Kishor to enlist his services in launching her political 
party, Telangana Jagruthi, sources said on Monday

KAVITHA 
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Gang robs cash, gold 
worth `5 cr from bank 
in daring Odisha heist 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Barbil/Keonjhar

IN a daring heist, armed rob-
bers decamped with gold jew-
ellery worth over `5 crore 
along with cash by holding 
staff  and customers at gun-
point in the Bank of

Maharashtra branch of  
Barbil in Keonjhar district 
on Monday. The incident took 
place around 2.05 pm when 
about five to six masked rob-
bers entered the bank branch 
located along Barbil-Kalinga 
state highway and carried 
out the entire plan in just 
about 15-20 minutes. The 
bank branch is located near 
the Truck Owners Associa-
tion office. 

Police sources said, just 
two bank staff  and a handful 
of  customers were present 
when the robbers walked in. 
Holding the bank staff  at 
gunpoint, the robbers collect-
ed the mobile phones of  all 
the customers. The helmet 
wearing miscreants then 
locked them inside a room 
and forced the branch man-
ager to open the locker where
mortgaged gold jewellery 
was kept. Before leaving, 
they also took away the CCTV 
recorder, but returned the 
mobile phones to the cus-
tomers and bank staff. 
Since the bank primarily 
offers goal loans, the rob-
bers are believed to have 
targeted the branch. 
They are likely to have 
chosen the immediate 
post-lunch hours to rob 
the bank since attendance 
is generally thin around the 
time. Also, there was no secu-
rity guard present at the 
branch when the incident 

took place.
On receiving information, 

Keonjhar SP Nitin Kushalkar 
Dagdu along with a team 
rushed to the spot. He ques-
tioned the bank employees 
and the customers present at 
the branch. Roads connect-
ing to the area were sealed 
off  to prevent escape by the 
robbers. It is suspected that 
the robbers might taken the 
road to Jharkhand as it is 
very close to Barbil town. Ac-
cording to the Barbil police, 
all banks of  the town had 
been clearly advised in a joint 
meeting held during Decem-
ber 2025, to install hidden 
cameras, dummy DVR and 
frontage camera. They were 
also instructed to save data 
in cloud format and deploy 
armed guards in compliance 
to standard operating proce-
dures issued by DIG, Western 
range.

Police are verifying wheth-
er the guidelines were main-
tained at the bank. While a 
search operation has been 
launched, police are closely 
examining the CCTV footage 
of  the surrounding areas.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Kerala High Court on 
Monday observed that the 
chemical analysis of  the sam-
ples collected from Sabarimala 
prima facie reinforced its 
doubts that the original gold-
clad dwarapalakas and door 
frames from the temple were 
replaced.

The court, citing the analysis 
reports from the Vikram Sara-
bhai Space Centre (VSSC), not-
ed that the original gold-clad 
plates didn’t have nickel and 
acrylic polymer layers, where-
as the layers were present in 
the subsequently-plated copper 
plates. This, along with the ab-
sence of  mercury and compara-

tive thickness of  the gold and 
nickel layers in the latter, clear-
ly indicated a systematic and 
methodical process behind the 
execution of  the alleged offence 
(of  gold theft), the court said.

It said the reports not only 
disclose the manner and modus 
operandi of  the alleged tamper-
ing and substitution, but also 
provide critical evidentiary 
pointers for correlating past 

transactions with subsequent 
activities. 

The report, therefore, as-
sumes central importance in 
the probe as it sheds light on 
multiple technical and material 
aspects and furnishes a scien-
tific basis for evaluating trans-
actions undertaken during 2024 
and 2025, identifying the chain 
of  decision-making, fixing indi-
vidual responsibility and crimi-
nal liability, and examining the 
existence of  any organised or 
concerted action amounting to 
criminal conspiracy. However, 
the court refrained from dis-
closing additional technical 
particulars at this stage, noting 
the possibility of  further ar-
rests and recoveries.

Chemical test proves doubts of pilferage 
of gold in Sabarimala temple, says court

‘K’taka DGP’s  
sleazy video’ 
goes viral, Siddu  
promises action 
BENGALURU: A video pur-
portedly showing Karnataka 
DGP (Civil Rights Enforce-
ment) K Ramachandra Rao in 
an alleged compromising posi-
tion with women went viral in 
the social media on Monday.

Rao sought to reject the vid-
eos outright terming them “fab-
ricated and false.”  Chief  Min-
ister Siddaramaiah warned of  
action if  the official was found 
guilty. The DGP’s attempt to 
clarify his position with Home 
Minister G Parameshwara did 
not fructify. The top police of-
ficer is the stepfather of  Har-
shavardhini Ranya alias Ranya 
Rao, arrested in a sensational 
gold smug-
g l ing  case 
and current-
ly lodged in 
the Bengalu-
ru Central 
Jail.

K a n n a d a 
T V  n e w s 
channels too 
a i r e d  t h e 
blurred im-
ages of  women in the video.

Chief  Minister Siddaramai-
ah said, “We will get it investi-
gated.” “I got to know about it 
in the morning. We will initiate 
disciplinary action against 
him. No one is above law, not-
withstanding how senior the 
police officer is,” he said re-
sponding the controversy sur-
rounding the Director General 
of  Police.

As the videos went viral, Rao 
rushed to meet Parameshwara 
but the meeting did not take 
place.

Speaking to reporters out-
side the minister’s house, he 
said, “I am also thinking how 
and when it happened and who 
has done it. In this era anything 
can happen. I have no idea 
about it.’  PTI

DMK governments over the years have 
built 43 dams across the state, says Stalin
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

THE project is intended to in-
crease the city’s total storage 
capacity by roughly 15% and 
meet the growing demands of  
fast-developing areas.

Highlighting the features of  
the project, Stalin said the sur-
plus water from a network of  69 
lakes in and around the Man-
amathi area and other minor 
clusters, which would other-
wise drain into the sea, will be 
diverted to the Mamallan reser-
voir. The CM added that the 
project will also help store fresh 
water in areas such as Thiruvi-
danthai, Kokilamedu, Mamal-
l a p u r a m ,  T i r u p o r u r, 
Thandalam and Paiyanur. This 
will prevent seawater intrusion 
and improve both groundwater 
level and quality.

As part of  the plan, the Buck-
ingham Canal in the region 
will be restored over a length of  
15km, covering an area of  311 
acres. This will improve the 
livelihood of  fishermen who 
depend on brackish water fish-
ing. Fishermen living in the 
area will also be issued fishing 

licences, he said. Stalin noted 
that Chennai currently de-
pends on Chembarambakkam, 
Puzhal, Cholavaram and Poon-
di reservoirs along with the 
newly-built Thervoy kandigai. 
With the addition of  Mamallan, 
the city’s water storage capac-
ity will improve. It may be not-
ed that Mamallan is expected to 
be larger than Cholavaram in 
terms of  capacity and will be 
smaller than the other three 
reservoirs.

Explaining the reason 
for naming the reservoir 
as Mamallan, Stalin said, 
“The Pallavas ruled the 
Tondai  re gion with 
Kancheepuram as their cap-
ital from the third to the ninth 
century CE. During this time, 
they created 39 lakes, including 
those  at  Mahendravadi , 
Uthiramerur, Thenneri, and 
Thoosi Mamandur to ensure 
food and water security through 
a structured lake administra-
tion system”.

As the new reservoir is com-
ing up near Mamallapuram, 
which was built by Pallava 
King Narasimhavarman popu-

larly known as “Mamallan”, it 
was appropriate to name it the 
Mamallan reservoir, the CM 
said.

“Some criticise that we have 
not contributed much for im-
proving water resources in the 
state. Former CM M Karunani-
dhi has done a lot. Till 2011, 
DMK governments over the 
years have built 43 dams across 
the state,” he added. Apart from 

opening the Mettur Dam 
on time to facilitate ag-
ricultural activities, 
the present DMK gov-
ernment has ensured 
the desilting of  water-

bodies in the Cauvery 
delta region to the tune of  

`459 crore and built 121 check 
dams, the CM said.  

Stalin further said the gov-
ernment is happy to present 
the Best Water Conservation 
Award to NGOs playing a key 
role in ensuring sustainable 
water resource management.

Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin, ministers, Chengalpattu 
Collector D Sneha and officials 
from the Water Resources De-
partment took part.

K Ramachandra Rao

Next generation post 
office opened in IIT-M
CHENNAI: In a bid to rework 
campus-based postal facilities 
for a younger, digitally native user 
base, the Tamil Nadu Postal Circle 
of the Department of Posts 
inaugurated a Next Generation 
(N-Gen) Post Office at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Madras 
on Monday. The facility was 
opened by Prof V Kamakoti, 
director of IIT Madras, in the 
presence of Dr Jane Prasad, 
registrar of the institute, and 
senior postal officials including G 
Natarajan, postmaster general 
for Chennai City Region, and 
Major Manoj M, director of postal 
services for the region. The N-Gen 
format is part of a national 
programme to modernise post 
offices located within 
educational institutions, 
recasting them as technology-
enabled, youth-centric service 
hubs while retaining core postal 
functions.  ENS
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CHANGE OF NAME
I, Army No.JC 314199W  

Rank: Nb Sub,  
Unit 15 Engr Regt,  

Name M Amul,  
residing at Village & Post 

Mallapalli Natrampalli Taluk, 
Tirupattur District,  

Tamil Nadu - 635854,  
I have changed my wife’s name 

from V JOTHI to JOTHI V  
vide affidavit dated 19.01.2026 

before advocate and  
Notary Public, Natrampalli.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, M DHARSHINI   

D/o Madhan R, Army 
No.2615159M Rank-HAV,  

residing at No.58/17,  
V O C street, Mettupalayam, 

Vaniyambadi Taluk, Tirupattur 
District - 635754, Tamilnadu,  
in My father’s army records,  

my name was wrongly entered 
as M DARSANI instead of my 

correct name is M DHARSHINI
Vaniyambadi, 19.01.2026

M Dharshini

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Given Name : ANDREW AUGUSTINE

(Old Name)
S/o. Paul Augustine Samraj  
Date of Birth : 02.01.2006,  

Residing at No. 12, Shalom Cottage, 
Vallimalai Road, Ashok Nagar,  
Mission Compound, Katpadi, 

Vellore-632007  
shall henceforth be known as

Given Name : ANDREW AUGUSTINE
Surname : PAUL

(New Name)
Vellore, 19.01.2026

Andrew Augustine

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Army No.JC 314199W  

Rank: Nb Sub, Unit 15 Engr Regt,  
Name M Amul,  

residing at Village & Post 
Mallapalli Natrampalli Taluk,  

Tirupattur District,  
Tamil Nadu - 635854,  

I have changed my son’s name 
from A THARUN  

to THARUN A vide affidavit 
dated 19.01.2026  

before advocate and  
Notary Public, Natrampalli.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, K. Karpagam, W/o. V. Mohan, 
Residing at  No. 5/268/C, 
Virunjipuram Road, Kizhvilachur, 
Kilvaithinankuppam, Vaduganthangal, 
Vellore, Tamilnadu - 632202 
hereby declare that my name has 
been recorded as ‘Devi’ in my 
Family ration card, Aadhaar card 
and voter Identity card due to 
inadvertent mistake. My correct 
name as per School certificate and 
Bank pass Book is ‘Karpagam’. 
Both the names ‘Karpagam’ and 
‘Devi’ refer to one and the same 
person. Henceforth, I shall be 
Known as ‘Karpagam’ only.

K.KARPAGAM 

CHANGE OF NAME
I, NUZAIFAH  

NWSHEEN VAYANA  
(Old Name)  

W/o. Naveed Ahmed Varsala,  
Date of Birth: 26.12.1989,  

residing at No.6 2nd Street 4th 
Cross New Jalalpet, Ambur-635802, 

Tirupattur District, Tamil Nadu  
shall henceforth be known as  

NUZIFAH  
NOWSHEEN VAYANA  

(New Name).
Ambur, 19.01.2026 

Nuzaifah Nwsheen Vayana

CHANGE OF NAME
I, MOHAN  
(Old Name)  

date of birth: 04.07.1948 
residing at No.3/140,  

Kollai Medu, Kosavanpudur, 
Kilalathur, Katpadi, Vellore 

District, Tamil Nadu – 635803 
shall henceforth be known as 

MOHANAM  
(New Name)

Vellore, 17.01.2026
Mohan

Zonal Office, Vellore, Pearl Arcade
2nd Floor, 8th East Main Road

Vellore-632006. Tel: 0416-2249620

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR LEASING OF OFFICE 
FOR GUDIYATHAM BRANCH

Indian Bank, a Public Sector Bank invites tenders under 2 bid system 
(Technical & Financial Bid) from owners of office premises willing to 
offer on lease basis (Readily built / Premises Under construction) 
in Gudiyatham, (within 1KM of existing Gudiyatham Branch), District  
Vellore measuring 1900 sq.ft. carpet area preferably in Ground 
Floor with parking facility for a lease period of 15 years for setting 
up the Branch.
The tender forms can be obtained from the following address from 
20.01.2026 to 02.02.2026 on payment of Rs.250 (non refundable) 
by way of DD / IOI favouring INDIAN BANK, ZONAL OFFICE, VELLORE. 
Last date for submission of bids is 02.02.2026 (3PM). Details of 
the tender and tender forms can be obtained from our Website:  
www.indianbank.bank.in
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all offers without assigning 
any reasons whatsoever.

Zonal Manager/DGM
Zonal Office, Vellore


